Reflection Questions

These are a collection of questions designed to give you a sense of what kinds of questions might spur kids into positive reflection on their work while pushing their thinking into higher levels. 
A standard reflection should include at least two to three observations/thoughts/feelings the student experienced. Asking more than three of these types of questions may take away from the quality responses some students would provide. “Less is more” is a good philosophy with reflection writing. All of the following are simply suggestions; feel free to create your own. When designing your own questions, avoid any question that can be answered with “yes/no” or “because”.
Remember that the focus of these questions is to get to the thinking students have done. Try to avoid questions that seek to validate the experience or compare this experience to “normal” bookwork. Thinking should be a constant expectation rather than something that only happens when we do this activity or that activity. Questions that seek to get feedback on the quality of the activity are great to ask after the reflection piece and may be best solicited a day after the activity to allow for students to fully process the experience.
Sample Questions to ask:

· Looking over your Experiment Log, how would you describe the strategy you used to test your hypothesis?

· Compare and contrast the results you received in your experiment with your original hypothesis. How do you determine if you were right, wrong, or partially both?

· During your trials you changed values in the hopes of seeing different results. Which values do you feel were the most critical to this experiment? Describe what makes these values the most critical.
· The experiment you did was a simulation. Please discuss how you feel a real life run through of this experiment with differ from this simulation. 
· Describe at least one result you were surprised with and what caused the surprise.
· Evaluate your results in relation to the number of trials you attempted. If you believe you have done enough trials to make concrete statements please provide your reasons for your belief. If you feel more trials are in order, please provide specifics about what more needs to be tested and how much more testing would be necessary.

· When you compared your Experiment Log to another student’s, summarize the main points of discussion you had with that student.
· Discuss your feelings you experienced while doing this activity. You may comment on feelings during any of the stages of the activity, but be sure to explain these feelings more than just state them. EX: “I was angry” is a statement. “I was angry because I could not get the result I wanted no matter how many trials I did and no matter how I changed the values.”
